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TEXAS ABORTION LAWS 


Texas ground zero in abortion wars 


Struggle between state 
Legislature, providers 
plays out in court. 


By Chuck Lindell 
clindell@statesman.com 


The Texas Legislature is among 
the most aggressive in the nation 
when it comes to regulating the 
practice of abortion, churning 


outa steady stream of laws since 
2011 that have been met with an 
equally aggressive legal response 
by abortion providers. 

The result is a well-worn path 
between the Capitol and the fed- 
eral courts, leading most recently 
to U.S. District Judge Lee Yeakel’s 
decision Wednesday to strike 
down a Texas law limiting the 
most common second-trimes- 
ter procedure. 


It was the seventh time this 
decade that a federal judge has 
blocked an abortion-related law 
or regulation that had been cham- 
pioned by the state’s Republican 
leaders, putting Texas in a famil- 
iar position — ground zero in the 
abortion wars. 

“Texas is certainly one of 
the most active states when it 
comes to anti-abortion legisla- 
tion,” said Molly Duane, a lawyer 


with the Center for Reproductive 
Rights, which has filed five law- 
suits against Texas this decade, 
including the challenge to the 
second-trimester law. 

“It’s fair to characterize Texas 
as one of the most restrictive 
states when it comes to regulat- 
ing abortion out of existence,” 
Duane said. 

State Sen. Bryan Hughes, R-Min- 
eola, has been a leading advocate 


for tighter restrictions on abor- 
tion since he entered the Texas 
House in 2003. 

‘The success in passing laws this 
decade was the result of strong 
Republican majorities in the Leg- 
islature and committed opposition 
to abortion by Gov. Greg Abbott 
and his predecessor, Rick Perry, 
Hughes said. 


Abortion continued on A16 


DAM SAFETY 


Statesman probe 
prompts reviews 
of dams’ safety 


Legislators perplexed 
over death standards; 
Austin to look at issue. 


By Ralph K.M. Haurwitz 
rhaurwitz@statesman.com 


Key members of the Legisla- 
ture and the mayor of Austin say 
they are looking into the safety 
and regulation of dams after an 
American-Statesman investiga- 
tion that revealed shortcomings. 

“We will revisit the issue deal- 
ing with dam infrastructure and 
make sure we’re not putting peo- 
ple at risk,” said state Rep. Lyle 
Larson, chairman of the House 
Committee on Natural Resources. 
“We need to look if there’s a real 
and present danger to people and 
take corrective action if we've 
got dams that are substandard.” 

Austin Mayor Steve Adler said 
the Statesman’s report “raised a 
lot of good questions.” He added, 
“Dam safety is not a policy area 


WHAT WEREPORTED 
An American-Statesman 
investigation this month 
found that several hundred 
Texas dams upstream of 
populated areas, including 
sixin Austin and others 

in Central Texas, could be 
breached ina worst-case 
flood, putting lives and 
property in peril frommassive 
amounts of previously 
impounded water rushing 
downstream. 


that this council has tackled thus 
far. The (interim city) manager 
is going to look into it and tell 
us whether any council action 
is needed and, if so, make a rec- 
ommendation to council.” 

‘The Statesman found that sev- 


Dams continued on A16 


struction workers build a dam ata hike-and-bike trail in Round Rock 
in October. "I don't think the state has prioritized (dam safety) at the 


highest level, 


lawmaker said. RicARD08. 8R/ 
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STATESMAN SEASON FOR CARING 


Help Austin families 
build new dreams 


Gael Guadalupe Gracia Garcia helps his father, Marcelo Gracia, stand up. Gracia was diagnosed with Lou 
Gehrig's disease in 2011. His son has become his primary caretaker. “It feels terrible knowing that you're 


seeing one of your parents... dying little by littl 


Statesman 
season 
forearing 


E Readalll of the stories 
of thisyear's familiesin 
Austin360,D1 

E Find a donation coupon in 
Austin360,D4 

E Find more photos 

ofthe families, videos, 

daily updates and howto 
make adonation online 

at statesman.com/ 


Statesman Season for Caring 
on Facebook; follow @ 
seasonforcaring on Twitter; 
post #seasonforcaring on 
Twitter and Instagram, 
Catch up with last year's 
Season for Caring families 

at statesman.com/ 
seasonforcaring. 


is Son Said. RESHMA KIRPALANI / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Statesman’s Season for Caring has raised 
more than $10.5 million since 1999. 


ByNicole Villalpando | nvillalpando@statesman.com 


“Before all of this, he had many thoughts, many dreams 
about his family and what he wanted it to be,” said Gael 
Guadalupe Gracia Garcia, who at 24 is his father Marcelo 
Gracia’s primary caregiver. Gracia, 45, has amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, also known as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease. 


Now, every day is a struggle. 
Gracia needs help sitting up and 
getting out of bed. His son car- 
ries him to the bathroom and 
feeds him. 

Sami Ashour and his family 
dream about what life was like 
before the Assad regime’s mili- 
tary took over their suburb near 
Damascus, forcing them to flee 
Syria for Jordan and then to the 
United States. 

“There is no goodness left 
where we came from,” Ashour 
said. “There’s nothing to go back 


to in Syria. No home.” 

Ashour, 48, and his family are 
figuring out a new life in a differ- 
ent language in Austin. 

On Mother's Day this year, 
Rogaciano Rios Marcial and his 
four children honored his wife 
and their mother, Maria Lorena. 
Eight days later, she died from 
liver complications. 

“We loved each other so 
much,” he said. “We were so 
happy.” 


Season continued on A14 
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where 50,000 Texans turn every year 
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More breakthroughs. More victories: 


